
 
Dr. Do Thanh Hai, Deputy Chief Mission, Embassy of Socialist Republic of Vietnam in India, 

delivered Annual Address on “Opportunities for Expanded Trade between India & Vietnam 

post-Covid” on the occasion of 30th AGM of IVCCI on October 31, 2020 

Dr. Do Thanh Hai, an expert on geo- strategy & geo-economics and author of many books latest 

being “Vietnam in South China Sea, Politics, Security and Legality” and “South China Sea from 

regional maritime dispute with geo-strategic competition”, presented a well- researched 

futuristic bilateral trade scenario from a strategic perspective between India and Vietnam. 

Specifically, he set the agenda for promotion of sustainable trade and economic ties between 

both countries. He emphasized that Trade was linked to many parameters like culture, security, 

labour, technology and investments and that the globalization and not protectionism would 

make our countries and its products competitive. 

He further made following remarks: 

“Bilateral trade between India and Vietnam needs to meet its target of $15 bn turnover. 

Bilateral trade and investments are modest in comparison to both countries vast potential. 

Creation of trusted and resilient production cum value chains with both India and Vietnam 

forming an integral part of it has assumed an important priority in the post- Covid period.  

 

India and Vietnam complement as well as compete with each other in global markets. This 

requires a new perspective, especially when faced with China’s growing dominance and 

authoritarian rule. ‘Economic & Commercial Cooperation Agreement’ between the two rising 

Asian powers has been identified as a strategic thrust area by the two governments. Both 

countries are also signatories to the ASEAN FTA. India needs to be a part of regional FTAs. 

Mechanisms covering strategic sectors are already in place to strengthen this cooperation. 

India’s working age population and services are its major strengths. Many challenges are there 

like framing of right policies and removing all bottlenecks in the path of trade. Only by availing 



opportunities and tackling challenges, higher investments to and fro between both countries 

can take place.” 

Dr. Do Thanh Hai not only delivered an insightful speech but also answered satisfactorily all 

questions. Two submissions stood out : 

1. Need to establish one point contact in Embassy in Delhi and concerned Ministry in 

Vietnam to answer numerous queries received by the IVCCI from time to time. 

2. An exclusive Indian export Zone ought to be established in Vietnam like other 

neighboring countries’ exclusive export zones 
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